UCA falls to Yale in championship 
of WBI Tournament. — Sports, 1C 


Spielberg’s newest film, Ready Player One, 
one he can leave off his resume. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Josh Harms of Sibley, 
Iowa, threatened by city of- 
ficials with legal action for 
saying online that his home- 
town smelled like “rancid 
dog food,” won a free- 
speech lawsuit after a feder- 
al judge barred the city from 
threatening Harms, who 
also was awarded $6,500 
in damages and $20,000 in 
legal fees. 


E Charlie Lagarde, a Ca- 
nadian teenager who bought 
her first $4 scratch-off ticket 
and a bottle of champagne 
at a Quebec convenience 
store to celebrate her 18th 
birthday, hit the jackpot 
and will receive just over 
$775 per week for the rest 
of her life. 


H Paul LePage, the Repub- 
lican governor of Maine, 
called a federal judge in 
Maryland an “imbecile” four 
times for allowing a lawsuit 
against President Donald 
Trump on whether Trump 
is improperly accepting gifts 
from foreign officials when 
they pay to stay at his hotel 
in Washington. 


E Crystal Amerson, 29, of 
Pensacola, Fla., told ambu- 
lance workers she thought 
food poisoning was respon- 
sible for her excruciating 
stomach pains but then 
gave birth to her second 
child, Oliver James, in the 
ambulance en route to the 
hospital. 


E Jose Cabranes, a fed- 
eral appeals judge in New 
York, overturned a lower 
court judge who banned a 
man convicted of bank fraud 
conspiracy from drinking al- 
cohol for four years, calling 
the penalty unreasonable 
and unrelated to his crime. 


E Ashley Despain of Ne- 
vada, Mo., was charged with 
trying to smuggle drugs in- 
to a jail after a small bag 
of marijuana was found 
wedged between the bind- 
ing and the pages of a Bi- 
ble she dropped off for an 
inmate. 


E John Russo, a New Jer- 
sey superior court judge, 
faces disciplinary action 
after he was accused of vio- 
lating judicial conduct rules 
by asking a female victim 
during a court hearing on a 
restraining order whether 
she tried closing her legs to 
prevent a sexual assault. 

E Angel Arce, 57, a grand- 
father and Connecticut state 
lawmaker accused of send- 
ing affectionate text mes- 
sages to a 16-year-old girl, 
resigned, saying he didn’t 
want his “presence to be a 
distraction to the very im- 
portant work that occurs at 
the Capitol.” 


E Ralph Gants, chief jus- 
tice of the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court, who issued 
a public call for help identi- 
fying the person featured in 
a portrait that hung for de- 
cades outside his chambers, 
says the mystery is solved 
and the man in the picture 
is Lemuel Shaw, chief justice 
from 1830 until 1860. 
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AP/ARIANA CUBILLOS 


Maria Martinez (left), mother of Jose Rafman, and Rafman’s wife, Juanita Bracho, grieve Thurs- 
day in Valencia, Venezuela, after learning that he was among 68 people who died Wednesday 
when a fire swept through crowded jail cells at the city police station. It was one of the worst 
jail catastrophes in Venezuelan history. 
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UA board adopts policy 
on faculty tenure, firing 


JAIME ADAME 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

MONTICELLO — A 
revised policy with an ex- 
panded listing of ways ten- 
ured faculty members can 
lose their jobs was approved 
Thursday by the governing 
board for the University of 
Arkansas System. 

Some professors had said 
the update threatens academ- 
ic tenure with language that 


can be too broadly applied, 
while UA System officials 
described the new examples 
as providing needed clarity. 
“Despite some public 
comments to the contrary, 
nothing in the proposed 
changes undermine academ- 
ic freedom or the value that 
the University of Arkansas 
System places on tenure,” 
said Michael Moore, the UA 
System’s vice president for 


academic affairs. 

Tenure is defined by the 
UA System as the right of 
continuous appointment. 
Professors gain tenure based 
on their job performances 
over several years but still 
undergo annual reviews. 

Academic groups like the 
American Association of 
University Professors stress 
the importance of tenure. 

See TENURE, Page 5A 


Russia tells 
60 from U.S. 
to clear out 


St. Petersburg center shut; 
envoys given 2 days to pack 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

MOSCOW — Russia will 
close the U.S. Consulate in 
St. Petersburg and kick out 
60 American diplomats in 
response to this week’s coor- 
dinated expulsion of Russian 
diplomats from the United 
States and a number of other 
countries, Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said Thursday. 

The move continues an 
ongoing escalation of tit for 
tat between Moscow and 
the West that began in early 
March with the poisoning 
of a former Russian double 
agent on British soil with 
a Soviet-designed nerve 
agent. American officials 
said Thursday that another 
round might be coming. 

“We reserve the right to 
respond,” State Department 
spokesman Heather Nauert 
said in Washington. “Russia 
should not be acting like 
a victim,” she said, calling 
Moscow’s move “regretta- 
ble” and “unwarranted.” 

Two dozen countries, in- 
cluding the U.S., many EU 
nations and NATO, have or- 
dered more than 150 Russian 
diplomats out this week in a 
show of solidarity with Brit- 
ain — an action unseen even 
at the height of the Cold War. 

Moscow will expel the 
same number of diplomats 
from each of those countries 
in retaliation, Lavrov said at 
a news conference Thursday. 

U.S. Ambassador Jon 
Huntsman was summoned 
to the Foreign Ministry on 
Thursday night, when Dep- 


AP 


Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said Thursday 
in Moscow that Russia would 
seek consular access to Yulia 
Skripal now that she has re- 
gained consciousness. 


uty Foreign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov informed him of 
Russia’s response. 
According to a Foreign 
Ministry statement, 58 
American diplomats from 
the Moscow embassy and 
two from the consulate in 
Yekaterinburg have been 
declared persona non grata. 
The United States expelled 
60 Russians on Monday. 
The other American con- 
sulate in Russia, in Vladivo- 
stok, will not be affected. 
U.S. officials have hint- 
ed at further moves, possi- 
bly against Russian assets 
abroad. Huntsman told the 
local RBC news outlet earlier 
Thursday that such a move 
was “possible.” 
According to a Foreign 
See EXPELLED, Page 7A 


State sues 3 firms 


Over opioids crisis 
AG alleges deceit to hawk pain pills 


AMANDA CLAIRE CURCIO 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge said she sued opi- 
oid manufacturers Thursday 
o “make them pay for what 
they have done to Arkansas.” 
The 52-page complaint, 
filed in the 6th Judicial Cir- 
cuit Court of Pulaski County, 
says three drug companies 
fueled the opioid epidemic in 
Arkansas, flooding the state 
with painkillers through de- 
ceitful and aggressive mar- 
keting practices and down- 


playing risks associated with 
the highly addictive narcot- 
ics. 

The suit also linked the 
prevalence of pain pills to 
growing opioid abuse and 
overdose deaths, using 2016 
research from the U.S. Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

“This epidemic hits every 
single community,” Rutledge 
said during a Thursday news 
conference. “It’s a lethal and 
tragic addiction that is de- 

See OPIOIDS, Page 54 


Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/STATON BREIDENTHAL 
Arkansas Attorney General Leslie Rutledge, announcing the lawsuit 
Thursday at the state Capitol with Gov. Asa Hutchinson, said opioids 
have created “a lethal and tragic addiction that is destroying lives.’ 


Trump again slams AMAZONO over taxes, practices 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump fired 
off more criticism of Am- 
azon on Thursday, saying 
that the online giant does 
not pay enough taxes — a 
day after a report suggest- 
ed he wants to regulate the 
company. 

The president’s com- 
mentary was made in a 
Twitter post in which he 
accused Amazon of putting 
thousands of local retailers 
out of business and of us- 
ing the U.S. Postal Service 
as “their Delivery Boy.” 

“I have stated my con- 
cerns with Amazon long 
before the Election,” Trump 
wrote. “Unlike others, they 
pay little or no taxes to state 
& local governments, use 

See AMAZON, Page 2A 
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BONDING A 
STRONGER 
AMERICA 


BUILDING A 
STRONGER 
AMERICA 


AP/PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS 


President Donald Trump pushes his $1.5 trillion infrastructure plan during a campaign-style rally Thurs- 
day at Local 18 Richfield Training Facility in Richfield, Ohio. “We will transform our roads and bridges 
from a source of endless frustration into a source of incredible pride,” he said. 
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Barclays 


to pay up, 
settle toxic 
loans case 


For global crisis 
role, penalty $2B 


RENAE MERLE 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

After a three-year inves- 
tigation, the Justice Depart- 
ment said Thursday that it 
had reached a $2 billion set- 
tlement with Barclays, a gi- 
ant British bank that federal 
prosecutors say sold toxic 
mortgages that contributed 
to the global financial crisis. 

Prosecutors say that 
between 2005 and 2007 
Barclays sold investors 
packages of mortgages that 
were worth less than the 
bank claimed, costing the 
investors billions of dollars. 
More than half of the $31 
billion in mortgage pack- 
ages eventually defaulted, 
prosecutors said. The set- 
tlement “is an important 
step in recognizing the 
harm that was caused to the 
national economy,” Richard 
Donoghue, U.S. attorney for 
the Eastern District of New 
York, said in statement. 

But, for Barclays, the 
settlement may also be 
a triumph. The multibil- 
lion-dollar penalty could 
have been much bigger, 
industry analysts say. The 
bank also didn’t have to ad- 
mit wrongdoing. 

“The settlement came at 
the bottom end of expec- 
tations and much sooner 


See BARCLAYS, Page 5A 


